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Page 3: 
Title - Family: The Wyldewood Way 
Subtitle - Perspective by Alex Minzler (First-Time Counselor) 
 
Body:  
Walking into a completely new environment, the dining hall, on the first Sunday of Counselor 
Training Week was terrifying. Wondering how this summer will go and not knowing many of 
the other counselors that ended up working at Wyldewood put fear into my heart. As I pulled up 
to the well-known overhanging sign at the beginning of the gravel path, I was hoping I could 
meet a couple of people that I could get close to. Driving down the path to prepare for the first 
wave of kids, I was stopped by multiple of my coworkers so they could introduce themselves. 
This gave me a sense of relaxation and excitement to all the fear that I built up nearing the 
campsite. No one gave me a look of judgement and everyone was welcoming knowing that it 
was my very first year at this special place. 

Throughout the summer, I grew close to many campers, counselors, volunteers, and other staff 
workers. These people that have had a past with Wyldewood opened up their home to welcome 
me and the other first year workers in. They were always hospitable, encouraging, and energetic 
throughout this whole summer. Wyldewood has a unique daily activity that I’ll never forget, that 
is morning praise. Brian described this activity as “spiritual aerobics” to all the newcomers 



during the Counselor Training Week. This was an activity that I would constantly be looking 
forward to throughout every session. I would be asked to lead morning praise and for the first 
couple of times I would reject this offer. Someone then came to me and urged me to just try it 
once and I would fall in love. After coming out of my comfort zone and trying this out, I have 
never felt better. 

This past summer was truly one of the best summers that I’ve had in my life. Being able to play a 
role in many kids’ lives while having fun really was worth it. It was a true blessing to see 
everyone help someone out when they were struggling. When I think of a family it is exactly 
that; being there for someone that you are close to when they are in a time of need. I’m thankful 
that I can call this magical place, Camp Wyldewood, a home and the people that are associated 
with this camp my family.  

● Add pictures titled Alex Minzler 1, 2, and 3 

 
Page 4 & 5: Golf Tournament 
On April 5, 2019 we gathered for our 13th Annual Wyldewood Benefit Golf Tournament.  Over 
$30,000 was raised for camper scholarships and capital improvements.  Thank you for making 
this our best golf tournament ever! 
 
Teams: Players 
Fowler Team Al Fowler, Carla Fowler and Robert Killebrew 
Biomedical Advances Harrison Dell, Erick Mount, Todd Johnson, Dan West 
Lincoln Lawncare Nathan Lincoln, Justin Talley, Jeremiah Matthews, John Hollman 
Simmons Bank Nathan Greene, Nate Crowe, Ellis Sloan, James Dillard 
Sonic of Searcy Gene Morris, Greg Rowden, Justin Rowden, Josh Rowden 
Unity Health Kevin Burton, Kelly Barden, Ryan Koch, Than Kersey 
Curtis Team Larry Curtis, Tish Leasure, Harry Leasure, Allan Qualman 
Centennial Bank Reid Simmons, Tony Timms, Steve Lake, Kenny Thompson 
Tri-W Logging Harrell Wilson, Jim House, Larry Nokes 
Soffray Team Garrett Soffray, Brent Simmons, Zac Evins, Charlton Thiede 
Razorback Concrete Jason Evans, Cody Sutherland, William Bradshaw, Steve Horton 
Lane Team Hannah Garner, Tim Garner, Michael Tucker 
10 Fitness Patrick Davis, Eric Buckner, Colton Fieker, Luis Atilano 
Bontrager Team Daniel Bontrager, Brian Bullard, Aaron Hopkins, Ben Stanley 
Vulcan Materials Desmond Pettis, Donnie Howard, Isaac Howard, DJ Greto 
Absolute Roofing Lynn Mitchum, Bob Mann, Bobby Wagner, Ricky Bise 
Burress Auto Sales Ronnie Burress, Ron Jolly, Cole Myers, Michael Wammack 
Sherwin Williams Adam Goertzen, Dennis Burt, Billy Shirley 
Searcy Heat and Air Ben Graul, Michael Martin, Josh Turner, Mike Graul 
Riser Harness Ford Tom Harness, Will Harness, Paul Riser, Hayes Riser 
Henard Utilities Jeff Bonee, Michael Gillham, Raymond Means, Mickey Henard 
Mohr Heating and Air Charles Randal, Jeff Casey 
Southern Pipe Team 1 Eric Roberts, Eric VonWald, Brian Vognet, Chaz Martin 
Southern Pipe Team 2 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Dee Rogers, George Burks, Will Buckner 



First Security Bank Will McCall, Trey Scallen, Justin Johnson 
Birchtree Communities Jack Keathley, Brad Holloway, Todd McGuire, Todd Henderson 
Southern Bank Jon Holman, Chris Roberts, Jason Orr, Jason Bridges 
 
Hole Sponsors: 
Al and Carla Fowler 
Bugman 
Clark Fincher 
Downtown Church of Christ 
Eddie McAdams 
Edward Jones - Robert Ross 
Glen’s Smoke House 
Good Measure Market 
Hamilton, Cherry, Spradlin CPA 
John and Anita Henderson 
Michael and Shelley Lincoln 
SMC Pharmacy 
Tom and DeeAnn Martin 
Unity Ortho & Spine Center 
Unity Health  
Aaron Utely 
AJ’s Art Studio 
Alex and Melanie Tilley 
Alisha Frazier Graham 
Allison and Reid Whiteside 
Matthew and Allison King 
Chad and Amanda Dean Ware 
Amber Ranck 
Amy Palmer 
Bailey’s Pizza 
Becky and Frank McCown 
Brent and Kaitlin Simmons 
Brent and Ashlee Chism 
Brian and Alli Bullard 
Brian Short Dentistry 
Brooke Crouse Hunt 
Caleb Hopper 
Carlotta Thompson 
Cassidy Fail 
Chad and Leslie Hudelson 
Habitat Land - Chad Carger 
Chad and Emily Freeman 
Charles Hampton 
Charley and Lana Moore 
Chris and Allison McDonald 
Chris and Jenny Adair 
Cormackphoto - Caroline Martin Cormack 
Lake Shore Church of Christ - Waco, TX 



Daniel Smith 
David and Kelsey Baird 
Dean and Kaye Johnson 
DeAnn Smallwood 
Debbie and Charles Jones 
Dying Breed Music 
Ed Land 
Ellen Brumley 
E.R. Alexander 
Erin Cook 
Fiery Squirrel Art 
Fred and Peggy Massey 
Hannah Robison 
Harrell and Holley Wilson 
Jack and Madolyn Henderson 
Jack Shock 
Jake Morris 
James and Janet Simmons 
James and Margie Alexander Saul 
Jared and Casey Cox 
Jay and Myra Shock 
Jay and Kelley Cowley 
Promos and Logos - Jay Hall 
Jay and Caroline Sawyer 
Jeff and Laura Campbell 
Premier Dermatology - Jenny Simmons 
Jeremy and Angela Sivia 
Jeremy Wilson 
Joel and Mona Pritchett 
Jon Simmons 
Somers Avenue Church of Christ 
Josh Moore 
Judy Posey 
Julie Kelly 
Karen and Lyndall Stubblefield 
Kayln Pate 
Keith and Babs Whitehead 
Kyndyl Tinsley 
Kevin Fitzgerald 
Kirk Hollis 
Kirsten Smith 
Korey and Kimberly Keith 
Kristi Greene 
Dr. Larry and tish Peebles 
Lauren Donley Tignor 
Leland’s Lures 
Lincoln Lawn Care 
Lindsey Lively 



Lori Bontrager Towell 
Habitat Land - Luke Cullins 
Lynn’s Automotive 
Matthew and Amanda Perring 
Matthew and Lynsey Johnson 
McCoys Lumber 
Merritt and Denis Roberts 
Michael Posey 
Mike and Paula Mason 
Mildred Groover 
Nathan Fears 
Nooma - Casey Cox 
NorthStar EMS 
Parker and Tara Sanderson 
Paul Fletcher 
United Country/Arkansas Mtn. Real Estate - Phillip Jones 
Rabo Ag - Shane Hutchinson 
Rachel Miller 
Rick and Susan Harper 
Ridge Roberts 
Robert and Kacey Killebrew 
Roller Daniel Funeral Home 
Harding Academy Girls Basketball and Softball 
Ryan and Carla Tipton 
Ryen and Mendy Coker Smith 
Sam and Jo Alexander 
Sam and Lisa Miller 
Sarah Shock 
Ray’s Rump Shack - Seth Simmons 
Sherwood Urgent Care 
Shirley Milburn 
Simmons Bank 
Sonic of Searcy 
Stephen and Britney Finley 
Stephens-Dell Insurance - Kevin Koone 
Thomas Garner 
Tiffany Griffin LeBlanc 
Today’s Family Dentistry - Jared Cox 
Todd and Joy Miller 
Tommy and Leah Soffray 
Trevor Sudbury 
Tri W Logging - Harrell Wilson 
Valerie Coker Ramsey 
Westside Nutrition 
Woodlife - Joey Myers 
Zach and Alex Fergson Venable 
Zach and Allison Shirley 
Charlton and Savanna Thiede 



Charlie’s Auto Paint & Body 
Sowell Furniture 
Steve and Ann Thiede 
Arvil and Karen Jones 
Scott Kimberly 
Catherine Smith Insurance 
Venture Equipment 
REMAX - Merritt Team 
1st Community Bank 
Shelter Insurance - Richard Cargile 
Habitat for Humanity 
I Do Rentals 
Ken Carter 
Sherwin Williams 
Smith Golf - Craig Smith 
Ridout Lumber 
Mohr Air Conditioning 
Vulcan Materials 
Young’s Tire 
Battery Warehouse 
Terry Kernodle 
Southern Pipe 
Double Spring Grass 
John Hite 
Leroy Miller 
White River Flooring - Waylon Reeves 
Linda Castle 
Robert Hale 
Stokes Electric 
First Security Bank 
White County Federal Credit Union 
Crum Chiropractic 
 

● Add Golf pictures 1-6 
 

Page 6 

Title: 2018 Wyldewood Awards 

Subtext:  “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” 1 Peter 4:10  

Text: 



John and Gertrude Dykes Award: The Dykes Award is presented each year to someone who has 
shown a life-long commitment to Camp Wyldewood.  The 2018 award was presented to Jack 
Shock.  Jack has been a camper, counselor, board member, and PR Consultant at Wyldewood.  

●  Add picture titled Jack Shock 

Michael and Shelley Lincoln Award: Ben Graul of Searcy Heat and Air was the 2018 recipient 
of the Lincoln Award.  This award is given annually to a business that goes above and beyond to 
help Wyldewood.  

●  Add picture titled Ben Graul 

Joyce Rushton Award: The Joyce Rushton award is given each year to a volunteer who dedicates 
their time and energy to helping Wyldewood.  Larry Williams spent countless hours during the 
summer of 2018 volunteering his time mowing the many fields and other areas of Wyldewood. 

●  Add picture titled Larry Williams 

Latina Dykes Award: Shanna Fisher was the 2018 recipient of the the Latina Dykes Award. This 
award is given each year to an individual or group who show outstanding support for 
Wyldewood.  Shanna has shown true dedication to Wyldewood by working for 16 summers. 
She has served as a counselor, team leader, Day Camp Director and Office Manager. 

●  Add picture of Shanna Fisher 

Hugh and Mildred Groover Award:The 2018 Groover Award winner was Lisa Miller.  Lisa is a 
former Wyldewood camper and counselor. She returned as a volunteer when her daughter, 
Rachel, became a camper.  Lisa continues to bless Wyldewood with her sewing skills and 
cooking dinner for all the counselors one night each year during counselor school. 

●  Add picture of Lisa Miller 

 

Page 7: 

Title: Camper Survey Results 

Heading: “Favorite Camp Activity” 

● Add picture of a podium with first place, second place, and third place on it. 
○ First place: “Nuke ‘em” 

■ Add photo, “Nuke ‘em” 
○ Second place: “Lake Swim” 

■ Add photo, “Lake Swim” 
○ Third place: “Arts and Crafts” 



■ Add photo, “Arts and Crafts” 

Heading: “What did you like most about Camp Wyldewood?” 

● Add picture of a podium with first place, second place, and third place on it. 
○ First place: “Meeting New Friends” 

■ Add photo: “Meeting New Friends” 
○ Second place: “Seeing Old Friends” 

■ Add photo: “Seeing Old Friends” 
○ Third place: “Canteen” 

■ Add photo: “Canteen” 

Heading: “Favorite Camp Meal” 

● Add picture of a podium with first place, second place, and third place on it. No need for 
pictures of the food, just add some kind of text design of the following results: 

○ First place: “Pizza” 
○ Second place: “Neal’s Cajun Chicken” 
○ Third place: “Crispitos” 

 

Page 8 & 9:​ Theme Page 

Title :Beneath the Surface 

Picture: Iceberg1 (You can either have this on one page and the information on another page or 
use this picture as the backdrop on both pages and add the information. 

Sessions & Dates 

Session 1: May 31- June 6 ($285) 

Short Session 1: May 31 - June 3 ($180) 

Session 2: June 7 - 18 ($425) 

Session 2B: June 7 - 13 ($285) 

Session 3: June 28 - July 9 ($425) 

Session 3B: June 28 - July 4 ($285) 

Session 4: July 12 - 23 ($425) 

Session 4B: July 12 - 18 ($285) 

Session 5: July 26 - Aug 1 ($285) 



Short Session 2: July 26 - 29 ($180) 

Activities: Archery Tag, Blob, Horseback Riding, Hiking, Gaga Ball, Rappelling*, Archery, Basketball, 
Art’s & Crafts, 9 Square in the Air, Swimming, and much more! 

Age Groups: 

Group 1: 8 - 10 year olds 

Group 2: 11 & 12 year olds 

Group 3: 13 & 14 year olds 

Group 4: 15 - 18 year olds 

Group Parties: 

Group 1 - Pirate Party 

Group 2 - Wyldewood Olympics 

Group 3 - Color War 

Group 4- Holly Jolly Christmas 

Registration and other Information: 

● Registration begins on January, 1 2020 
● Register online at campwyldewood.org 
● Super Early Bird Discount ($20) if registered before April 1st 
● Early Bird Discount ($10) if registered in the month of April 

 

 

 
 
Page 10 and 11 
Title: Camp Wyldewood 2019 

● Add the following photos and captions: 
○ Photo: Adra 

■ “Counselor, Adrianna Reynolds, enjoying time with campers in Rec 1” 
○ Photo: Ropes 

■ “Group 4 campers, Hunter and Carter, congratulate each other on 
rappelling off of Bee Rock during 5th session” 

○ Photo: Daniel 
■ “Counselor, Daniel Watrous, and some 2nd session campers take a 

group picture after a baptism.” 
○ Photo: BB Guns 



■ “Graham and Gunner take aim at the BB gun range during 3rd session 
activity time.” 

○ Photo: Friends 
■ “Lexi, Izzy, and Rahamatu get ready for group 4’s night out during 4th 

session.” 
○ Photo: Friends2 

■ “Emily, Katy, Madi, Kynslee, and Holly having fun together at canteen.” 
○ Photo: Friends3 

■ “Ally and Ellie playing together at the gym.” 
○ Photo: Friends4 

■ “A group of campers playing cards in rec 3.” 
○ Photo: Friends5 

■ “Group 1 campers taking full advantage of their time at the shaving cream 
fight!” 

○ Photo: Baptism 
■ “Kam getting baptized by his uncle Corey at 2nd session.” 

○ Photo: Twins 
■ “Counselor, Kailey Pitts, hanging out with Brandon and Stephen Gaffney 

at the group 4 group party during 4th session.” 
○ Photo: Matthew 

■ “Counselor, Matthew Musslewhite, and his look-alike camper, Johnathan 
Kiesel.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 12 & 13:  
Title: Volunteers 
Subtext:  Wyldewood is blessed each summer with volunteers who serve as nurses, Bible 
teachers, kitchen staff, photographers, canteen workers, maintenance, craft helpers and much 
more!  We are thankful for this group of people who make Wyldewood a special place. 
 
 
 



Session 1: 
Sam Alexander (’54)             Harrison, AR 
Heather Burchfield (’17)   Searcy, AR 
Paul Fletcher (’15)              Poteau, OK 
Adam (’90) & Kim Rampey (’95) Hall  Hot Springs, AR 
Chad Knappier (’14)  Hot Springs Village, AR 
Patrick  (’15) & Bevin (’17) Luse  Hot Springs, AR 
David (’17) & Brittany (’17) Moore  Hot Springs, AR 
Terah Pricop (’90)  Hot Springs Village, AR 
Heather Slater (’16)  Poteau, OK 
Nikki (’17) Sullard   Poteau, OK  
Larry Williams (’18) Searcy, AR 
Joseph Stanfill (‘19) Poteau, OK 
Tayrn Tate (‘19) Poteau, OK 
Leslie Jo Tucker (‘19) Hot Springs, AR 
Paul Castleman (‘19) Hot Springs, AR 
Pam Hurley (‘19) Poteau, OK 
Alyssa Jeanes (‘89) Houston, TX 
Rebecca Gowen (‘93) Benton, AR 
Jessica Havard (‘17) Conwary, AR 
Jennifer Cox (‘14) Hot Springs Village, AR 
 
 
Session 2: 
Sam Alexander (’54)             Harrison, AR 
Madison Black (’17)  Jonesboro, AR 
Matthew Cole (‘17)  Edmond, Ok 
Lane Comeaux (’13)  Searcy, AR 
Larry Williams (’18) Searcy, AR 
Celena Goodger (‘19) Edmond, OK 
Dana Goodwin (‘19) Searcy, AR 
Julie Johnson Kelly (‘78) Seymour, IN 
Rebecca Gowen (‘93) Benton, AR 
Bill Perring (‘79) Guthrie, OK 
Ken Carter (‘67) Cordova, TN 
Katrina Carter Gillespie (‘80) Collierville, TN 
 
Session 3: 
Sam Alexander (’54) Harrison, AR 
Thad (’16) & Rachel (’16) Bartlett  Atlanta, GA 
Kirk Hollis (’85)  Ponca City, OK 
Brayden Milburn (’10) Yukon, OK 
Larry Williams (’18)  Searcy, AR 
Julie Goddard (‘04) Tuttle, OK 
Mindi Goddard (‘04) Tuttle, OK 
Jennifer Curtis (‘81) Owasso, OK 
Gracen Jones (‘06) Searcy, AR 
Debra Nesbitt (‘19) Searcy, AR 



Will Reno (‘00) Denton, TX 
Nick McNabb (‘11) Searcy, AR 
Travis Linville (‘05) Newport, AR 
 
Session 4  
Sam Alexander (’54) Harrison, AR 
Kaitlyn Soffray Simmon (’00)  Jonesboro, AR 
Leah Soffray (’00)  Jonesboro, AR 
Larry Williams (’18) Searcy, AR 
Jamie (‘19) & Carlotta (‘93) Thompson Rison, AR 
Chris (‘80) & Carrie Burress Fort Smith, AR 
Faith Smith (‘08) Houston, TX 
Rebecca Gowen (‘93) Benton, AR 
Michael Lincoln (‘96) Searcy, AR 
Kelsi Peterson (‘12) 
 
Session 5 
Dale Sheehy (‘91) Waco, TX 
Debra Nesbitt (‘19) Searcy, AR 
Harrison Dell (‘14) Searcy, AR 
Marcus Neely (‘19) Searcy, AR 
Erin Perring (‘00) Guthrie, OK 
 
Why I Volunteer by Carlotta Thompson (This article needs to be included somewhere on these 
two pages) 

I was 8 years old. My mom had just committed suicide. My home life was in shambles and I was 
experiencing more than what most adults experience. I was on a quick road to destruction. My 
mom’s family had always been connected to Wyldewood and so that summer they sent me. I 
instantly connected with Rebecca Gowen and she became my second mom. Wyldewood 
became my home away from home. I knew when I went to Wyldewood, I didn’t have to worry 
about the stuff happening back home. I camped many sessions during the summer and 
eventually became a counselor. 

Wyldewood saved my life. It is the reason I am who I am today. Every single counselor and staff 
member who poured into me made me the woman, wife, and mother I am today. I am just one 
of the many stories exactly like this. Wyldewood is so much more than a church camp. There 
are so many kids that come that have a story so similar to mine. If it were not for all the 
counselors, staff, and volunteers, I would not be who I am today. 

Rebecca and I go back every summer to volunteer and this summer I brought my husband with 
me. He had never been to a church camp and didn’t understand the hype. Before we left, he 
said, “we have to come back the same week next year.” Camp can’t exist without volunteers. 
Every single person matters. It doesn’t matter if you work canteen or work in the kitchen, you 
make a difference.  Don’t be fooled, camp is not just about what you can do for others. It is the 
best place to fill your cup and get back to your relationship with Christ.  

 



●  Add picture titled Carlotta Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 14 & 15 
Title: Where Are They Now 
Subtitle: Interview with Robert Humphries 
 

How did you find out about Camp Wyldewood?  
I found out about Camp Wyldewood from a lovely lady Carole, who worked in the 
counseling offices at Freed-Hardeman University.  She had worked at 
Wyldewood several years earlier and was recruiting FHU students for Coach 
Groover.  She saw me interviewing with a couple other Christian camps at a FHU 
jobs fair and convinced me along with two other of my friends to consider Camp 
Wyldewood.  I attended the counselor orientation week and fell in love with the 
beauty of the place, the atmosphere, and the dedicated staff. 
  
What years did you attend Wyldewood? 
I was fortunate to work at Wyldewood for parts of 15 summers, 1981-1995.  I 
started out as a counselor in groups 1 & 2 and later became a group leader for 
Groups 2, 3 & 4.  The greater part of my years were spent as the Group 4 leader. 
My sessions on “staff” were varied.  Since I had my Red Cross certificate, I did a 
little life-guarding, as well as driving the bus for Day Camp, banker, gopher, and 
manual laborer.  I remember begging Coach for years to let me be the 
dishwasher and I finally received that honor for one session as well. 
 
How would you describe Coach Grover and what he meant to you?  
For those that never had the good fortune to know Coach Groover, there was no 
better mentor that I ever knew.  Coach had a humble and meek spirit as well as 
being witty and insightful.  He was a Godly man, passionate about camp, 
committed to helping each worker to grow, and of course spiritually encouraging 
all the young people who chose to spend part of their summers at Wyldewood. I 
believe Coach was at his best when the children's homes were present at camp. 
He had great empathy for those kids, but also saw the promise that each one 
had in them.  He would spend extra time at camp those weeks sitting on the 
benches outside during meal times just to get the opportunity to speak with each 
of them.  And they all knew Coach. Coach was also a great respecter of camp 
traditions and of those who had come before him.  He spoke often and admirably 



about Brother Dykes and his wife who had spent their own money and years of 
hard work in the making of Camp Wyldewood.  
 
What is one of your fondest memories of your time at Wyldewood? 
I had often wanted to meet the Dykes family.  One of my fondest and most 
rewarding memories (thanks, Sandi Clarke) was taking Group 4 to the Dyke’s 
home during our “Harding night out”…after all, I had the bus keys!  I remember 
almost all the counselors and campers leaving in tears, having shared their 
gratitude to the Dykes family for the enduring sacrifices that they had made in 
creating such a place that was a great inspiration in all the lives of those who 
came later.  We were able to continue that tradition for a couple years more 
before Brother Dykes passed away.  I understand that in later years, other 
groups paid the same respects to Coach Groover and Mildred.  I’m sure Coach 
loved that as well. 
  
There are so many other memories of events and people at Wyldewood that still 
hold a place in my heart, although too many people to name.  There was the time 
that we went to the LR airport to pick up 26 Spanish-only speaking kids from a 
Texas congregation where a wealthy benefactor had paid for them to fly and 
attend camp for a session.  What an opportunity for adventure for those kids as 
well as our staff.  My favorite time of the day was the singing on the steps before 
the nightly devotionals on Canteen Field, as well as the Sunday night staff 
singing.  The acoustics seemed perfect, and everyone’s voices shared in 
glorifying God while also encouraging each other in song.  Many a camper led 
their first song from the steps.  I was grateful to be a part of it all. 
  
 

What have you been doing since your time at Wyldewood? 

Since my Wyldewood days, I have continued teaching school in Germany.  I’d 
have to say the highlight of my time since then was adopting a 7 year old son 
from Guatemala 15 years ago.  David is currently a senior studying sports 
medicine in Virginia and plans to become a Physical Therapist.  I had hoped that 
he would also become a life-long camper, but he’s very much a city boy.  He 
spent one week at Wyldewood’s Day Camp in 2005.  He loved everything but the 
chiggers, ticks and mosquitoes- which we don’t have in Germany- but the snake 
on the trail sealed the deal.  No more camp for him.  We spent the next couple 
years at Harding’s soccer camp instead.  

Any final thought you would like to share? 



Wyldewood has held a special place in my heart.  I know that it has had many 
great campers and leaders in the years that have passed since Coach Groover. 
My wish is that it continues to serve as an inspiration and a place of hope and 
service and growth in the lives of many to come in the following generations.  As 
we always parted on the last night, may “The Lord bless you and keep you.”  

● Add picture Robert Humphries 1-6 

 

Page 16: 

Title: Camper Spotlight/Kirby Award 

Subtitle: Camper Spotlight: Gabby Goddard 

I can’t remember a summer in my life without Camp Wyldewood. I live in Oklahoma and I’ve 

traveled to Searcy, Arkansas every year since I was old enough to go to Camp. Even after all 

these years, without fail, it has always been the highlight of my summer. Something uniquely 

special about Camp Wyldewood always keeps me coming back.  

There are many reasons why Camp is what I look forward to all year. Reasons like: meeting 

strangers who become best friends, losing my voice at morning praise, repelling off Bee Rock, 

and getting a thousand mosquito bites—bring me nothing but pure joy. Those moments are so 

precious to me because they are filled with God’s beautiful and perfect presence. People who 

were once strangers are now the closest friends I’ve ever known. Morning Praise brings the 

most joyous worship I’ve ever expressed. Seeing beautiful nature and feeling it in the bites 

down my legs is the most amazed I’ve ever been at God’s creation. It’s here in these moments 

that I truly experienced God for the very first time.  

 

Camp Wyldewood is the reason I have the faith that I have today. The outlet that Camp is for 

me (and I believe many others) has been essential in the process of my growth as a Christian. 

Though many can give guidance along the way, it is up to each child to ultimately develop their 

own relationship with Christ. Camp Wyldewood encouraged me to make my faith my own. It was 

a breath of fresh air when I needed it most. Just when the stress of life became (almost) too 

much to handle, God gave me that sweet little place in Searcy to open my heart and lift my 

spirits. From there, He worked on me until I was ready to face the world again. The impact 



Camp has had on my spirituality is a gift more precious than I could have ever imagined and 

worth more than any price ever paid. There’s rarely a day that goes by that I don’t think of Camp 

Wyldewood and how God worked and transformed me during my years as a camper.  

●  Add photo titled Gabby Goddard 

Subtitle: Janie Kirby Award Winner - Nicholas Garner 

Janie Kirby served as a counselor in the 1970’s and is fondly remembered as a great example 

of what a Wyldewood counselor should be.  Starting in 2014, each Wyldewood staff has 

selected a counselor or staff member who represents the best of what Wyldewood has to offer. 

The 2019 staff selected Nicholas Garner.  Nicholas grew up in McCroy, AR.  He was a long-time 

Wyldewood camper.  Nicholas just completed his third year on staff.  His fellow counselors said, 

“Nick always had his campers in mind” and “he has an immense passion for God and camp.”  

Former Recipients: 

2014: Kayla Rogers 

2015: Jasmine Brock 

2016: Austin Nightengale 

2017: Brynna Morgan 

2018: Lexi Jones 

●  Add picture titled NickGarner4 

Page 17: 

Title: End of the Year Giving 

Text: 

Dear Wyldewood Family, 

It’s been an amazing year at Wyldewood.  God has proven, once again, to be faithful to this 

ministry.  We have just completed our seventy-second summer at Wyldewood!  Over 1,500 

young people entered through the iconic Wyldewood gate this past summer.  What a fantastic 



opportunity we have each summer to share the love of Jesus!  This past summer, over 40 

campers were baptized, while many more made life changing decisions to renew their walk with 

Christ.  

I get asked all the time by campers, “who owns Camp Wyldewood?”  That is a great question 

with an even better answer.  Wyldewood belongs to God!  This land was set aside in 1948 with 

one purpose, to Glorify God!  As campers come through that iconic gate, we hope they will 

encounter three things: Christ, Community, and Creation.  We want every camper to know the 

love of Jesus and that He sacrificed His life for them. Community has been at the core of 

Wyldewood from the beginning.  Life-long friendships centered around Christ are such a large 

part of what makes Wyldewood special.  In a time when the average child spends less than an 

hour outside each day, we want campers to experience God through his creation and to see His 

awesomeness through His design. 

Since 1948, Wyldewood has existed because of donors.  Camper fees and rentals only make 

up about ⅔ of our budget.  The other third is raised through donations.  Donations help us to 

provide camper scholarships and maintain our facilities.  It is our hope that with increased 

donations we will be able to keep rates at a reasonable price and improve our facilities.  

We need your help.  As 2019 comes to an end, we hope you will consider Wyldewood as part of 

your year-end-giving.  No matter the size of the gift, it will help to further the mission of 

Wyldewood.  Help this generation of kids continue “Encountering Christ, Community, and 

Creation” at Wyldewood. 

Gifts can be made online at campwyldewood.org., just click on the “Donate” button at the top of 

the screen.  You can choose between a one-time gift or monthly donation.  If you prefer to mail 

a check, that can be sent to Camp Wyldewood P.O. Box 1255, Searcy, AR 72145.  

● Add picture titled Gate (If possible would love to have the picture faded in the 

background with letter overlaying it) 

 

Page 18 and 19: 
Title: Former Counselor and Staff Reunion Retreat 
Subtitle: May 1st - 3rd, 2020 
 
Main picture to add for advertisement: 

● Add picture: “Groover Front Gate 1” 
 
Other pictures to be added: 



● Groover Front Gate 2 
● Staff 
● Girl Counselors 
● Photobomb 
● 2005 Staff 
● 2007 Staff 
● B3 
● Counselors 1974 
● Counselors 1990 

 
Text to be added: 
 
Come reunite with former counselors! 
 
Help recruit your old fellow counselors and staff to join us! 
 
Child care and activities for kids will be provided at different times throughout the weekend to 
give adults a chance to catch up! 
 
Prices 
Adults: $65 
Kids 13 & up: $65 
Kids 3 - 12: $50 
Kids 2 and under: Free 
 
*If a family has more than 5 people attending, only the 5 oldest family members will be charged 
for attending. 
 
Activities 

● Worship 
● Fellowship 
● Camp games 
● Devos 
● Bon fires 
● Catching up 
● Hiking 
● And more! 

 
Pages 20, 21, 22 
Title: 2018 Donors 
 
 
Foundation Club 
Subtitle: Level 1 Giving 

  

Athena Hinkhouse Dallas, TX 

Ben Graul Searcy, AR 



Brent & Kaitlyn Soffray Simmon Jonesboro, AR 

Caleb Hopper Conway, AR 

Chad & Amanda Dean Ware Bentonville, AR 

Chad & Emily Freeman Ashdown, AR 

Cody Rogers Springfield, MO 

Daniel & Meagan Adams McRae, AR 

Daniel Smith Searcy, AR 

David & Linda Gregersen   

David Burks Searcy, AR 

Dwane Treat Searcy, AR 

Ella Jones Mayfield, KY 

Ellis & Peggy Haguewood Memphis, TN 

Frank & Eddie Shepard Searcy, AR 

Hannah Robinson Little Rock, AR 

Helen Kearbey Searcy, AR 

James Strother Russellville, AR 

Jamie and Carlotta Truman 
Thompson 

Rison, AR 

Janelle House   

Jennifer Hughes Pasadena, TX 

Jeorome Barnes Searcy, AR 

Jeremy & Elizabeth Bishop Conway, AR 

Jerry & Evelyn Miller Glasgow, KY 

Jill Hillebrand Shreveport, LA 

Joel Bisbee Searcy, AR 

John & Marjorie Ryan Searcy, AR 

Jon Mark & Debbie Hopper Lonoke, AR 

Jonathan & Lori Bontrager Towell Lubbock, TX 

Joshua & Amanda Miller Searcy, AR 

Joyce Wilson Maumelle, AR 

Kathy Rowlett Searcy, AR 

Kirk Castleman Houston, TX 



Larry & Beck Cox Searcy, AR 

Larry & Billie Jean Williams Searcy, AR 

Loyd & Shirley Shockey Lodi, OH 

Mary Ellen Brumley New Hope, AR 

Matthew Robison Cheyenne, WY 

Michael & Shelley Lincoln Searcy, AR 

Mike & Elaine Justus Searcy, AR 

Monte & Morgan Elam Searcy, AR 

Mrs. Curtis McDonald Fort Smith, AR 

Nobia Spears Searcy, AR 

Randy & Kristi Matlock College Station, AR 

Rebecca Elliot Gowen Benton, AR 

Reid Belew Nashville, TN 

Rick & Susan Pratt Searcy, AR 

Ricky Harris   

Robbie & Linda Roberson Searcy, AR 

Robert & Kacey Young Killebrew Jonesboro, AR 

Sam & Lisa Miller McRae, AR 

Scott Kimberly Murfreesboro, TN 

Shanna Fisher Searcy, AR 

Stanley Gibson Beebe, AR 

Stephen & Regina Curtis Bentonville, AR 

Steve Smith Searcy, AR 

Thomas & Terri Sledge Searcy, AR 

Tom & Angie King Maumelle, AR 

Tom Statom Searcy, AR 

Treva Pryor Searcy, AR 

Wayne & Shirley Bolding Searcy, AR 

Zac Evins Bentonville, AR 
 
 
Director's Club:   



Subtitle: Level 2 Giving 

Anna Drew Gouveia Bella Vista, AR 

Alfred Litton Valley View, TX 

Bill & Laresa Yick Copperas Cove, TX 

Cecil & Laura Alexander Tilley Fairfield Bay, AR 

Charles & Judy Posey Sherwood, AR 

Charleton & Savanna Fowler 
Thiede 

Searcy, AR 

Daniel & Maggie Jones Bontrager Searcy, AR 

Daniel Casella Searcy, AR 

Drew & Ashley Little Dittemore Flower Mound, TX 

Fred & Peggy Massey Helotes, TX 

Jim & Maralyn Citty Searcy, AR 

Joe & Karen Stork Spring, TX 

Joey & Emily Myers Searcy, AR 

Karen Stubblefield Houston, TX 

Kirk & Kimberly Hollis Ponca City, OK 

Lolita Meredith Searcy, AR 

Matt & Amber Straughn Glenn Dale, MD 

Nathan & Lindy Ingram Magnolia, TX 

Neal Rolett Searcy, AR 

Pro Service Builders Little Rock, AR 

Rick & Susan Bolding Harper Searcy, AR 

Rod & Susan Brewer Humboldt, TN 

Samuel Peebles Nashville, AR 

William Reno Denton, TX 
 
 
First Fruits Club: 
Subtitle: Level 3 Giving 

  

Adam & Kim Hall Hot Springs, AR 

Al & Carla Fowler Searcy, AR 

Alex & Melanie Wilson Tilley Rison, AR 



Arkansas Testing Lab Searcy, AR 

Bobby & Margret Powell Sherwood, AR 

Brad & Courtney Thomas Oklahoma City, OK 

Brent & Ashlee Chism Prosper, TX 

Brian & Alli Bullard Searcy, AR 

Brian & Michael Hickey Searcy, AR 

Caleb & Kelsey Ingram Searcy, AR 

Chad & Leslie Hampton Hudelson Searcy, AR 

Charles & Debbie Jones Benton, AR 

Charley & Lana Lee Moore North Richland Hills, TX 

College Church of Christ Searcy, AR 

Downtown Church of Christ Searcy, AR 

Ed Horton Conway, AR 

Glen & Nancy Blue Searcy, AR 

Harrell & Holley Wilson Rison, AR 

Jared & Casey Cox Searcy, AR 

Jeff & Laura Lincoln Campbell Searcy, AR 

Jeff & Lynn Wilson Rison, AR 

Jeremy & Angela Sivia Searcy, AR 

Joel & Mona Pritchett Searcy, AR 

John & Jan Hite Searcy, AR 

John & Kaitlyn Frizzell Memphis, TN 

John & Karen Snyder Searcy, AR 

Jonathan & Jill Lane Little Rock, AR 

Korey & Kim Kieth Magnolia, AR 

Lane Comeaux Searcy, AR 

Mason & Melissa Fail Searcy, AR 

Michael & Alison Lincoln Mosher Searcy, AR 

Nathan & Courtney Fears Heartland, TX 

Patrick & Allison Elko Dallas, TX 

Robert & Alice Joyce Stophlet Rogers, AR 



Sue Meredith Sherwood, AR 

Sylvan Hills Church of Christ Sherwood, AR 

T. Thompson Services   

The Church at Remmel Newport, AR 

Tom & DeeAnn Martin Searcy, AR 

Tri S Foundation Bentonville, AR 

Tyson & Sarah Grubb Kirksey Plano, TX 

Westside Church of Christ Searcy, AR 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Page 23: 
Title - Memorials 
Subtitle - 2018 
Faded photo in background: “Memorials” 
 
Jack Ryan: 
Al Fowler 
 
Kathleen Cox: 
Bobby and Margaret Powell 
 
Earline Johnson: 
Camela Bevil 
 
Justin Hartley: 
Cooper Riggs 
Jeanne Riggs 
 
Howard Davis: 
E.L. Pierce 
Maxine Morton 
Guerry & Geraldine Moorer 
Edmond & Elizabeth Wilson 
Lynne McCorkle 
Joe & Joy Jernigan 
Jerry & Shelia McCarver 
Joyce Gordon 
Kathleen Davis 



Nancy O’Brien 
Rowan & Cecila McLeod 
 
Betty Fowler: 
James Lawson 
 
Carl Litton: 
Suzanne Barnett 
 
June Dockery: 
Nell Owen 
 
Earl Minor: 
Rodger Brewer 
 
George Oliver: 
Rodger Brewer 
 
Grace Brewer: 
Rodger Brewer 
 
Hugh Groover: 
Mildred Groover 
Lolita Meredith 
 
Page 24 

● Add Picture titled Campers Rule 

Picture of Logo above address (if possible, please take out white space outside the log) 

o ​   ​PO Box 1255 

o ​   ​Searcy, AR 72145 

o ​   ​501-305-3000 

o ​   ​Office@campwyldewood.org 

o ​   ​Please add “Or Current Resident (like the example) 

o ​   ​Please add “Non-Profit Org/U.S. Postage Paid/Searcy, AR/Permit #70” (like the example) 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 


