
citizen employees of the u.s. army on 
the texas frontier, 1846–1899

citizen employees of the u.s. army on 

Under the 
Double Eagle

 T h o m a s  T.  S m i t h

78 1625 1107 259

ISBN-13: 978-1-625110-72-5

UNDER THE DOUBLE EAGLE

�SHA



In the fi rst detailed study of its kind, Col. (Ret.) Thomas T. “Ty” Smith, 
known for his extensive research and writing on the U.S. Army in 
Texas, presents an in-depth examination of the civilian employees of 
the army in the nineteenth century. Between 1846 and 1899, the U.S. 

Army in Texas issued more than $4 million in wages to citizen employees. 
Smith offers a detailed accounting of these wages, but his primary interest 
is in the people. After an introductory essay providing an overview, histori-
cal context, and demographic profi les, the author examines post by post the 
111 army forts, camps, and stations documenting a civilian employee. He 
provides a brief history of each post, the names of the individuals employed, 
and where possible the position, wage, and length of employment. Altogeth-
er Smith names 1,721 army employees, and sample biographies demonstrate 
the diversity of the characters involved. Included among these employees are 
309 civilian physicians. In the appendix, Smith offers biographies of 180 of 
these contract doctors who greatly contributed to the advance of medicine in 
Texas. Under the Double Eagle: Citizen Employees of the U.S. Army on the 
Texas Frontier, 1846–1899 will be of importance to historians, to the gener-
al public with an interest in Texas history or Texas medicine, and especially 
genealogists. 

“Anyone interested in Texas’s military history will want to have a 
copy of this study. Military historians will certainly consult Under the 
Double Eagle for their research, and this publication will be oft-cited 
in years to come. It is the gold standard on this topic . . .The amount of 
research compiled in this manuscript is staggering.”

—Glen Sample Ely, author of The Texas Frontier and 
the Butterfi eld Overland Mail, 1858–1861 

Thomas T. “Ty” Smith, Col. (Ret.) U. S. Army, of San Antonio, is the 
author of numerous articles and books including The Old Army in Texas: 
A Research Guide to the U. S. Army in Nineteenth-Century Texas (Texas 
State Historical Association, 2000; 2nd ed., 2020), and The Old Army in 
the Big Bend of Texas: The Last Cavalry Frontier, 1911–1921 (Texas State 
Historical Association, 2018). He is a fellow of the Texas State Historical 
Association.
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